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The digest ive system is  composed of  a continuous tract  beginning with the oral  

cavity and ending at  the anus (Fig.  12-1).  This  tract,  cal led the alimentary canal  

or the gastrointestinal  (GI )  tract (gastr/o means “stomach”),  is  complemented 

by accessory organs that convert  food and f luids into a form that permits the 

body to absorb nutrients.  The GI  tract  is  divided into two sect ions:  the upper GI  

tract  ,  which consists of  the oral  cavity,  esophagus,  and stomach, and the  

lower GI  tract  ,  which consists of  the intest ines.   

The three main functions of  the digest ive system are digest ion ,  absorption ,  and 

el imination .  
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